
About us



What IS  
ENGLISH 
UK?

English UK is the world’s leading language 

teaching association.

We are the national association of English 

language teaching centres, representing more 

than 440 members in the state and private 

sectors. These include private language 

schools, educational trusts and charities,  

and language centres in further education 

colleges and universities.

We are a UK-registered charity with the prime 

aim of advancing the education of 

international students in the English language. 

All our members are accredited by the 

Accreditation UK scheme, which we manage 

in partnership with the British Council.

We have worked tirelessly to establish English 

UK as the voice of the English language 

teaching sector since we were formed from a 

merger of the leading state and private 

education bodies in 2004.

We represent the English language  

profession in the UK and abroad with a  

wide range of partners and stakeholders, 

lobbying governments, running training  

events and workshops and attending 

exhibitions worldwide.



Quality  
assurance
We want English language teaching in the UK 
to be the best there is. So English UK and the 
British Council created Accreditation UK, the 
world’s most rigorous quality assurance scheme 
for English language teaching.  

Language centres have to be world-class to win 
Accreditation UK status. Standards of teaching, 
management and student care are inspected along 
with facilities and accommodation, constantly driving 
standards upwards. Accreditation UK is approved by 
the British Government.

So students can be confident they have made the  
right investment in their future, with the added 
reassurance of a complaints procedure as well as the 
Student Emergency Support Fund which provides 
emergency assistance in the rare event of the closure 
of a member centre.

Professional 
development
English UK helps members to stay ahead of the 
competition at home and abroad, by providing 
tailored professional development and support. 

Help is available in many different forms, whether in 
our informal private discussion forum where members 
share experiences and best practice, or through our 
programme of conferences, courses and training 
events tailored to meet the needs of managers, 
teachers and marketing staff.

We can also make the accreditation process much less 
daunting with step-by-step assistance and advice.

More than 600,000 students every year choose 

to learn English in the UK, an estimated 35% of 

all students who travel abroad to study English. 

What attracts them is the UK’s reputation 

for excellent English language teaching, the 

worldwide recognition of British qualifications, 

and the opportunity to experience British culture 

alongside their language learning.

Tony Millns, Chief Executive, English UK



Representation  
and lobbying
English UK promotes the interests of the 
ELT sector and international students to 
governments, government agencies and other 
organisations at home and abroad. 

We sit on the Joint Education Taskforce set up by the 
Home Office and work very closely with the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on the teaching of English 
to international students. We helped establish the 
English Language Promotions Group with the British 
Council, UK Trade & Investment and VisitBritain, and 
we were a founder-member of the Tourism Alliance. 
We collaborate with other leading education and 
tourism bodies.

Business support 
and development
English UK advises and supports our members 
with business advice and practical help, and 
works to build beneficial partnerships with 
industry leaders and service providers.

Applying for CRB and Disclosure Scotland is cheaper 
and more convenient for members through our 
Umbrella Body service, and we provide access to a 
dedicated business support helpline.

We have over 35 corporate members from the wider 
ELT sector, which work with member centres and 
international students.



Marketing  
and promotion

At the heart of everything we do is the drive to 
promote our members’ interests, and the UK as 
the world’s leading study destination.

We work closely with leading study abroad agents and 
educational consultancies which successfully promote 
the UK as an English language teaching destination, 
and encourage them to join our partner agency scheme 
which promotes the best possible practice. 

We take part in major education fairs around the  
world, organise overseas visits, and run briefing 
sessions on developments in the UK’s English 
language training sector.

Student and agent sections on our website  
www.englishuk.com include the largest and most 
comprehensive database of English language courses 
available online and our course finder tool is available 
in eleven different languages. We produce a student 
brochure with the British Council, also available in 
eleven leading languages.

We produce targeted regular newsletters for agents, 
members and stakeholders, and report the latest news 
on our website www.englishuk.com.

  The English UK Fairs 
These are more intimate events, organised with the 
British Council, UK Trade & Investment and VisitBritain, 
held in luxurious resort locations around the world and 
designed to build strong partnerships.  
See www.englishukfairs.com.

  Inward missions
Our inward missions give agents direct knowledge  
of English language education in the UK, with  
the opportunity to experience chosen regions  
or specialisms.

  Special interest groups and regional and  
national groups
Members, agents and students like our increasing 
number of specialist, regional and national groups. 
These not only support member centres sharing 
teaching specialities or a regional base, but help agents 
and students to find excellent courses meeting their 
particular requirements.

  StudyWorld
English UK’s annual international student recruitment 
event is StudyWorld London. This is the world’s 
longest-running and most highly-regarded study 
abroad workshop, bringing together 900 delegates 
from 65 countries. See www.studyworldfair.com.
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