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What led me to Action Research? 

Observation Feedback: 

How can students be pushed harder and not rely on 

the teacher so much?

A thought:

What can the students do themselves

that they ask me to do?

A Proposal: 

Learners can teach each other to be better
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The Literature

Life in the classroom should reflect real-life tasks 

outside the classroom (Falchikov 1995)

Peer Assessment enhances learning (O’Malley and 

Valdez Pierce 1996) 

Students see themselves writing in English at work

in the future (Watkins 2015)

So…

The future at work/ university 

Push students to do more in different ways 
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What I did 

Over 12 weeks

28 students

A2 class

Monday &

Friday 

17 – 25

Future politicians,  fashion designers and bakers
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Using this information the students then tried to 

improve their work. 
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Source: Harmer (2004), How to Teach 

Writing.

The Writing Process



It’s not so easy…

There’s a lack of a culture of peer review in EFL

Time considerations

Student disengagement (Chitty 2015) 

But...

University undergraduate programme (Chitty 2015)
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So…

Using New English File Pre-Intermediate and writing tasks including: 

A Facebook message to a friend 

the best day of my life 

an invitation to a party 

a postcard to mum and dad 

my life in Bournemouth 

giving a friend advice 

my last holiday 
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What did I find out?

Rolling Enrolment/ Summer / Task Type

18 students, 81 pieces of work and 1,124 mistakes 

On average, a student that makes 9 – 10 mistakes per 

piece of work will correct 4 -5.

Like Chitty (2015): huge individual variation; 0 – 50%
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Student corrections over five pieces of work
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Student Peer Reviewing 
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Examples of work 
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Student’s own Editing 
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What I learnt 

The importance of writing/ drafting – creating a culture 

“How can I see my mistakes?” 

Go beyond lexis and grammar

Students don’t listen to their peers

No difference in how the information was 

given

Errors are uniform across the level

But was any success due to peer reviewing or time? 
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The importance of reflection 

Are there patterns across across different levels? 

Can students be trained to be better peer reviewers?

Are there other ways of making students more 

autonomous for their futures?

Does more prominence need to be given to writing

and developing these skills?
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Reflections



Benefits for the students, me and Eurocentres

It changed how the students saw writing 

It allowed me to explore an idea 

My colleagues’ interest in my work
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Thank you for your time

Any questions?

gaupeguy@gmail.com
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Past Simple
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The Top Five Mistakes 
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