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Potential queer moments?

Tell us a little bit about yourself.

Describe your family tree to your partner.

Who is your ideal girlfriend/boyfriend?

Let’s role-play speed dating. 

What did you do this weekend?

Match the famous couples.

Have you seen any good films lately?



http://www.amazon.com/Boys-Dont-Cry-Hilary-Swank/dp/B00003CWN3

Lucy
China

http://www.reveal.co.uk/showbiz-celeb-gossip/news/a665554/eddie-redmayne-is-transformed-for-the-danish-girl-poster.html

Innokenty
Russia

http://www.amazon.com/Boys-Dont-Cry-Hilary-Swank/dp/B00003CWN3
http://www.reveal.co.uk/showbiz-celeb-gossip/news/a665554/eddie-redmayne-is-transformed-for-the-danish-girl-poster.html


Queer learners “are frequently evaluating their 
comments to avoid accidental disclosure of their sexual 
identity”

Francisco, 2012. 77

Classrooms lack “the necessary space for [queer] 
students to speak honestly as themselves, an 
affordance increasingly seen as crucial in the 
development of second language proficiency” 

Moore. 2014. 1 



Teachers are “eager to integrate lesbian/gay themes into 
their classes, yet at the same time some expressed 
concerns and hesitations about doing so.”

Nelson. 2009. 208

“Positive attitudes [from teachers] seemed to be caused 
by the belief that students would find such topics 
interesting and on the condition that they are part of the 
course-book.”

Evripidou and Cavusoglu. 2015. 70



“Gayness is about as omitted as 
anything can be”

Thornbury. 1999. 16



Have a look through the selection of queer-themed EFL 
teaching materials in the room and, bearing in mind 
they are designed for general English adult classes, 
consider their suitability for your learners in terms of:

• Learner level
• Learner reaction
• Learning aims
• Potential / Need for adaptation

You may wish to consider the materials in terms of 
content, format, proposed procedure and 
methodology.



Ideas & Issues



Gays and Jobs
Does it matter that a doctor, teacher, 
or the Prime Minister is gay?

Changing Sex
Transsexuals – would you feel 
uncomfortable if you sat next to a 
transsexual?

Gay Families
Two dads and no mum. What is a 
normal family these days?



“Discussing controversial issues will help 
students use skills in negotiation, agreeing, 
disagreeing, explaining an opinion, and 
justifying, etc.”

Tekin. 2011. 84 



“There are more important things… 
problems… for government to think… 
maybe worry… about.”

Orelia
(Spain)



www.breakingnewsenglish.com/0411/23.alexanderMovie.html
www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1110/111031-gay_rights.html#ixzz3zaakQPpy

GAY ALEXANDER ANGERS GREEKS -
THE ARTICLE (23 November, 2005)

BRITISH AID TO BE LINKED TO GAY 
RIGHTS (31 October, 2011)

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/0411/23.alexanderMovie.html
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/1110/111031-gay_rights.html#ixzz3zaakQPpy


www.breakingnewsenglish.com/.../feb15.Gay_Rights-Penguins.doc

GAY RIGHTS FOR PENGUINS 
(15 Feb, 2005) 

WARM UPS

CHAT: Talk in pairs or groups about penguins / animal 

rights / gay rights / gay penguin rights / zoos / same-sex 

relationships / endangered species…

Change topic / partner frequently to energize the class.

http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/.../feb15.Gay_Rights-Penguins.doc


“It is important not to set up tasks that ask 
students to evaluate or judge lesbian/gay 
people – that is, whether ‘they’ are moral, 
normal or natural”

Nelson. 2009. 213



Dicky: If normalisation is the goal 

Cliff: [Then you’re not addressing it]

Dicky: Then this isn’t addressing it. It’s not 

normalising it, it’s othering it. Or the 

otherness becomes the discussion.

Sally: The gay chapter is very gay as other



“Discussions about teachers’ and students’ 
families […] inevitably convey information about 
the sexual preferences of the speaker or their 
family members”

de Vincenti et al. 2007. 61

Family



English File Elementary 
Student’s Book. 155



Face2Face Elementary Student’s Book. 16



Curso A1.1, Tema 2, sesión 3, Actividad 1

http://www.ave.cvc.cervantes.es/materials/

from Aurelio Caballero, Aston University 

http://www.ave.cvc.cervantes.es/materials/


“the potential for exploring issues about sexual 
identities needs to be recognised from the 
beginner levels.” 

de Vincenti et al. 2007. 61

We can encourage our learners to have a more 
empathic approach to LGBTI characters

Merse & König. 2015.
QueeringESOL





“This weekend I got up late because I was tired.
Saturday after lunch my partner and I went to 
supermarket to bought foods and then I received a 
present, a scarf for the winter. In the evening I 
cooked some toast, we saw Harry Potter and then we 
went to bad.”

Veronica
Pre-Int
(Italy)



Studio D: Die Mittelstufe B.2.1 Kurs- und Übungsbuch. 82-3



Framework Level 2 Student’s Book. 14-5



Framework Level 2 Student’s Book. 2003. 16



New Framework Level 2 Student’s Book. 2008. 16



“It might be productive for teachers to 
focus on questions of discourse rather 
than the personal belief system of 
individual students”

Nelson. 2009. 212



I’m feeling sad

miserable

depressed

down (in the dumps)

blue

upset



Я голубой (I am blue) = I am gay

The many meanings of blue (and not one of the homosexual)

• blue cheese

• to feel blue

• a bluebottle

• to have blue blood

• the boys in blue

• a blue on blue incident = friendly fire

Idiomatic language



a) Have you met my partner, Steve?

b) I’m going out with some girlfriends this 
weekend.

c) Has he got a boyfriend?

d) I don’t think he was being straight with me.

e) That’s so gay!

Is this language ambiguous? If so, how?



http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/gay_1?q=gay

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/gay_1?q=gay


A typical love story

• fall in love (with)

• propose (to)

• have / adopt kids

• move in (together)

• start dating

• get married (to)

• get engaged (to)

• argue, row, fight (with)

• grow apart (from)

• cheat (on) 

• have an affair (with)

• break up / split up (with)

• get divorced (from)



• Where did I go?

• What did I do?

• Did I have a good time?

What did you get up to this weekend?



This weekend my partner and I visited Venice. We both 

loved it.

We stayed in a tiny hotel in Mestre and travelled to Venice 

by bus.

I really enjoyed walking around the city, but it was very 

crowded. We had some absolutely delicious seafood. I also 

tried Campari and Aperol. I hated both, but he quite liked 

Campari.

We returned to Milan late on Sunday night.



This weekend my partner and I visited Venice. We both 

loved it.

We stayed in a tiny hotel in Mestre and travelled to Venice 

by bus.

I really enjoyed walking around the city, but it was very 

crowded. We had some absolutely delicious seafood. I also 

tried Campari and Aperol. I hated both, but he quite liked

Campari.

We returned to Milan late on Sunday night.



You and me (in my Pocket) – Milow

I wish you were a little slower

Not just slow but paralyzed

Then I could plug you into a socket

So you could never run away

I really wish that you were smaller

Not just small but really really short

So I could put you in my pocket

And carry you around all day
http://www.milow.com/song/you-and-me-my-pocket

http://www.milow.com/song/you-and-me-my-pocket


What’s your reaction?

Imagine you were the subject of Milow’s song. 
Write a response to him, expressing how you 
feel and why.

http://www.milow.com/photos/press-shots-2011#.VsH1cJOLTBI

http://www.milow.com/photos/press-shots-2011#.VsH1cJOLTBI


Response to a love song

Matteo

Intermediate

(Italy)



Matteo

Intermediate

(Italy)

Response to a love song

Hi Milow,

Thank you for have written this song. I don’t want break 

your heart, but for me is too much. I think is too strong, it 

seems an obsession.

I want to say you all the true, I’m in love with a girl, and 

I’m really happy with her. If you want my happiness, I 

think you’ll understand.



Dear Milow,

I am really embarrassed because I love women, not 

man. So unfortunately I can not get your love. But I 

deeply appreciate your kindness and respect for me so 

far. This song is fantastic, lovely and funny. I think it 

would be better to be friends.

Alex

Pre-Advanced

(South Korea)

Response to a love song



• Integrating queer materials is important in all 
EFL classrooms, at all levels

• We should be thinking in terms of integration 
and normalisation, not isolation, confrontation 
and/or othering

• We should treat words like partner, girlfriend, 
queer and gay as we would other lexical items, 
i.e. in context

• EFL might be slipping behind some other 
languages in this area



Questions and 

Discussion
simondunton@gmail.com



Thank You
simondunton@gmail.com
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