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“You shall know a word by the 
company it keeps.” 

JR Firth
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What do we mean by word partnerships?
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1. “When I was younger I was always told that the early bird catches 
the worm, but I’m not sure I agree.”

2. “The nearest newsagent is just in front of the cinema.”

3. “I’ll have a pint of Guinness, please.”

4. “The wind was bitterly cold as it blew across the open fields.”

5. “Okay, okay. I hear you loud and clear – I need to be cool, calm and 
collected.” 

6. “I’ve never really been interested in the cult of celebrity.”

7. I’ve always looked up to my older brother.

TYPES OF WORD PARTNERSHIP
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IDIOM - FIXED EXPRESSION

CHUNK

DEPENDENT PREPOSITION

PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE

BINOMIAL/TRINOMIAL – FIXED EXPRESSION

COLLOCATION

TYPES OF WORD PARTNERSHIP

PHRASAL VERB

National  
Geographic 

Learning



“It would not be wrong if we claim that 
all collocations are idiomatic and all 
phrasal verbs and idioms are 
collocations or contain collocations, as 
all are predictable combinations of 
different kinds.”

Morgan Lewis, Teaching Collocation, 2000
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Why is teaching word partnerships
so important?
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“Collocations allow learners to 
process and produce language at a 
much faster rate. They are assumed 
to make up ___% of everything we 
say, hear, read or write in real life. 

Morgan Lewis, Teaching Collocation, 2000
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Outcomes Intermediate

Collocation Hunt

Outcomes Intermediate
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Outcomes Intermediate

Collocation Hunt

Outcomes Intermediate
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Benefits of learning ‘lexical chunks’ of 
language include:

… they enrich and revitalise existing vocabularyNational  
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business

interests
as usual
dealings
enterprise
school
suit
travel
trip
executive
rate
English
centre
meeting
class
arrangement
account

Carry out
Attract
conduct
Engage in
Get into
Go into
Handle
Daily
Routine
Tedious
Legitimate
Sound
Successful
Lucrative
Funny
Messy
Entertainment
Food
Family
Open for

system
affair
sense
matter
sector
performance
purpose
contact
letter
studies
acumen

Big
Private
Sad
International
Local
Urgent
Serious
Complicated 
Flourishing
Booming 
Growing 
Expanding 
Manage a
Operate a
Run a
Take over a
Transfer
Build up
Do 
Mind your own
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FAMILY

ties bonds tree gathering get-together
member history holiday heirloom motto

immediate extended loving close-knit nuclear 
car pet home Christmas business

doctor feud emergency traditions outings

one-parent dysfunctional royal traditional
middle-class modern wealthy 

name background life values

The Collocation Iceberg Game
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Collocation Competence

coffee

verb adjective noun

Drink
Go for
Have
Serve
Stir
Crave
Sip
Spill
Finish
Ask for
Order

Fresh
Instant
Milky
Strong
Hot
Black
White
Ground
Morning

www.just-the-word.com
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2,469 collocations on the 
Academic Collocations List (ACL)
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https://pearsonpte.com/organizations/researc
hers/academic-collocation-list/
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https://pearsonpte.com/organizat
ions/researchers/academic-
collocation-list/
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“It seems that the mental 
lexicon is not so much a 
dictionary as a phrase book.”

Thornbury, 2002
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Benefits of learning ‘lexical chunks’ of 
language include:

… they enrich and revitalise existing vocabulary
… reflects natural speech and fluency of native speakers
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“… memorised sentences and phrases are the 
normal building blocks of fluent spoken 
discourse… “

“… in particular, we find that multi-clause 
fluent units generally consist partly or wholly 
of a familiar collocation.”

Pawley & Syder, Two Puzzles for Linguistic Theory, 1983
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lesson2

TEXT @24

Heads or tails?
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Outcomes Advanced
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Life Intermediate
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Pronunciation Thought GroupsNational  
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1. At the end of the day, we just don’t 
know.
2. To tell the truth, I’ve not seen it.
3. I’m better at singing than dancing. 
4. I go to the cinema from time to time.
5. What kind of things stick in your 
mind.
6. It’s not easy being me, do you know 
what I mean?

https://sandymillin.wordpress.com/2017/11/30/the-shy-teachers-drill/

Race The 
Teacher
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Benefits of learning ‘lexical chunks’ of 
language include:

… they enrich and revitalise existing vocabulary
… reflects natural speech and fluency of native speakers
… awakens student awareness of patterns and how words 
work together
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Outcomes Intermediate
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It’s one of the -est…

Just because…
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Benefits of learning ‘lexical chunks’ of 
language include:

… they enrich and revitalise existing vocabulary
… reflects natural speech and fluency of native speakers
… awakens student awareness of patterns and how words 
work together
… easier way to learn language
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Look at these pairs of words:

Work/job
House/building
Understand/realise

1. Can you define the difference between the 
pair to a low-level student?

2. Can you list a few collocates of each word in 
each pair?

3. Which do you think would help your learners 
more – the definitions or the lists of 
collocations?

National  
Geographic 

Learning



“Adding collocation to your 
teaching… increases the chance 
of acquisition taking place.”

Morgan Lewis, Teaching Collocation, 2000
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Benefits of learning ‘lexical chunks’ of 
language include:

… they enrich and revitalise existing vocabulary
… reflects natural speech and fluency of native speakers
… awakens student awareness of patterns and how words 
work together
… easier way to learn language
… aids reading fluency and listening ability
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How many formulaic expressions 
or phrases can YOU think of that 
are used for academic writing?
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Outcomes Upper Intermediate
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Benefits of learning ‘lexical chunks’ of 
language include:

… they enrich and revitalise existing vocabulary
… reflects natural speech and fluency of native speakers
… awakens student awareness of patterns and how words 
work together
… easier way to learn language
… aids reading fluency and listening ability
… helps students improve their writing
… useful preparation for exams
… helps students escape the intermediate plateau
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“The biggest difference between an 
intermediate and an upper 
intermediate or advanced level 
student, is their awareness of and 
ability to use collocations.”

Scott Thornbury
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How else can we teach
word partnerships?
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Odd One Out
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Odd One Out

dangerous, violent, mean, common, hardened, master – CRIMINAL

open, roaring, gas, sizzling, smouldering, log, blazing – FIRE

sell, tell, whisper, say, hide, keep, dark, guilty – SECRET

slim, fat, slight, no, fair, fighting, even, thin, outside, slender - CHANCE

red, raw, pickled, diced, boiled, spring, fried - ONION

summer, school, busman’s, family, package, public, weekend- HOLIDAY
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Missing Collocate

fried, poached, raw, frozen, smoked

utter, say, offer, kneel in, answer 

assess, cause, mend, repair, sustain, take, do

warm, winter, summer, second-hand, trendy

pull, fill, cap, grit, gnash, brush

business, day, return,round, road
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Missing Collocate

fried, poached, raw, frozen, smoked

utter, say, offer, kneel in, answer 

assess, cause, mend, repair, sustain, take, do
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PRAYER

FISH

DAMAGE

COAT/CLOTHES

TEETH

business, day, return,round, road TRIP
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catch

strong

five

black

take

made

heavy

coffee

eggs

fat

a bus

freshly

milky
skies

rotten

rain

fingers

tea pitch
chance

green

clear

Collocation Jumble
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Collocation Stories

catch a cold

make progressheated argument

heated argument

strong coffee

excruciating pain

heavy traffic

heavy traffic heavy smoker

burning desire

commit murder

vividly remember

pitch black

strong evidence deep trouble

keep calm

icy wind

pay attention
brief chat

major problem blissfully unaware happily married

high riskshort term
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No man is an island,
Entire of itself,

Every man is a piece of the continent, 
A part of the main.

John Donne
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No word is an island,
Entire of itself,

Every word is a piece of the continent, 
A part of the main.

John Donne
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Join National Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

ELTNGL.com/infocus
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Thank you for your participation

ELTNGL.com/outcomes
alex.warren@cengage.com
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