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Session outline

•Why focus on decoding?
•Current approaches to teaching listening (and 
why they may not be effective)
•How to improve current practice
•Suggested activities for teaching decoding
•Question time



Why focus on decoding?



Current approaches to teaching listening







Current approaches to teaching listening

The comprehension approach:
• teacher-centred
•more difficult to differentiate
• focuses on small discrete points
• focuses on the product of listening
• comprehension Qs are uninformative



Current approaches to teaching listening

➢Success in listening comprehension = success in 
decoding?

➢Reliance on exposure

➢Pre/post-listening > listening

➢Top-down skills > bottom-up processing



Rationale for teaching decoding skills



Improving our practice

Follow up answers to comprehension tasks to find out 
how they were derived.

Always allow time for this task: ‘Now that you know 
the answers, listen again, and try to identify the words 
or sounds that lead to the correct answers.’



Improving our practice

Following the use of a recording for comprehension 
purposes, always do a decoding activity or administer 
small-scale remedial exercises.



Improving our practice:
Suggested activities for teaching decoding

✓Transcription

✓Mini dictations

✓Gap-fills

✓Online resources



Teaching decoding skills:
Transcription

➢ T/S selects a short passage 

➢ Ss listen repeatedly and transcribe it

➢ Ss compare with the original transcript

➢ Discuss what features may have contributed to listening difficulties

➢ Ss listen again with transcript

➢ Ss listen again without any support



Teaching decoding skills:
Transcription (repeated listenings)



Teaching decoding skills:
Mini dictations



Teaching decoding skills:
Gap-fills



Teaching decoding skills:
TubeQuizard.com



Teaching decoding skills:
TubeQuizard.com



Teaching decoding skills:
Redacto.co.uk



Summary: Tips for teachers

✓Don’t miss opportunities to teach when there is 
something to teach

✓Don’t hesitate to adapt the course book

✓Remember to focus on bottom-up processes

✓Give students more control wherever possible
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