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PON Funding 2017/18: Italian students in the UK, Ireland, and Malta 

The Italian Ministry of Education has agreed PON funds for 2017/18 and these can be 

used to send students abroad for English language courses. Funding is now available 

for the whole of Italy. 

Who is eligible to receive PON funding?

Italian students attending 3rd, 4th and 5th years of secondary education  

(aged 16–19 years) will have the opportunity to take English language courses at B2 

and above. Students must have a certified level of B1 English to be eligible for the 

programme.  

How much funding is available?

Maximum level of funding is €45,000 per group of 15.

What length of courses are offered?

PON funding is available for English courses offering 60 hours (4 hours a day) of 

instruction and lasting 3 weeks. Courses must be completed by the end of the 

2017/18 academic year.

Are PON students required to take an English test?

Yes. All students should take an approved external English assessment at the end of 

their course. PON students can take minimum Trinity GESE Grade 7 in school before 

returning home. Trinity ISE is also available.  
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Trinity GESE exams are recognised as a valid examination for PON funded courses.

GESE is ideal for short courses, perfectly complementing the requirements and 

ethos of the PON scheme. Teachers and candidates find the Trinity approach to 

exams engaging and motivational with its emphasis on developing communicative 

skills and building confidence among candidates. Students need to take minimum 

B2 CEFR. 

Why should I recommend GESE to my PON students?

Yes. Please visit trinitycollege.com/PON for a list of schools offering courses for 

PON-funded students. 

Can PON students take GESE in the UK, Ireland and Malta ?

About Trinity

Operating in over 60 countries worldwide, Trinity College London is an international 

exam board with a rich cultural heritage and over 75 years’ experience in assessing 

English language proficiency. Recognised by regulatory authorities, our GESE 

qualifications are widely accepted as robust evidence of English language skills.

Trinity’s GESE exams have been awarded the ALTE Quality mark, meeting all 17 of 

the Association of Language Testers in Europe’s criteria.
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To add your school to this list, email us at ponukireland@trinitycollege.co.uk
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