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An Australian-style points-based 
immigration system prioritising 
people with a good grasp of 
English, good education and 
qualifications. 

EU and non-EU citizens to get 
equal treatment. 

Fewer lower-skilled migrants. 

Reduce overall migrant 
numbers. 

Visa schemes for new migrants 
who will fill shortages in our 
public services and build 
business. 

Reject net migration targets and 
establish a humane immigration 
system.  

Scrap the 2014 Immigration Act 
introduced by Conservatives-Lib 
Dem coalition.  

Seek to protect rights, social and 
economic benefits associated 
with free movement in event of 
Brexit.  

Automatic right of EU nationals 
to live and work in the UK. 

End deportation of family 
members of people entitled to be 
here. 

Scrap the Conservatives’ hostile 
environment.  

Stop Brexit and save EU 
freedom of movement. 

Replace Tier 2 work visas with a 
more flexible merit-based 
system.  

Introduce a ‘Training up Britain’ 
programme to make the most of 
migrants’ skills.  

Specifically include health and 
education departments of the 
Scottish and Welsh governments 
in UK policymaking on drug 
policy and student visas. 

Will seek the devolution of 
immigration powers so Scotland 
can have a migration system for 
its economy and society.  

Scotland should be a pilot area 
for regional rural immigration 
projects 

A Scottish Visa, operating within 
the UK framework, would reflect 
and address Scotland’s 
economic and demographic 
circumstances. 

Bring forward a new humane 
immigration system. 

End minimum income rules for 
visas. 

Scrap the Home Office and end 
its decades-long creation of a 
hostile environment for Black 
Minority Ethnic (BME) and other 
minority communities.  

Create a Ministry for Sanctuary 
and a Ministry of the Interior in 
place of the Home Office. 
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 Get it done. 

 

(What is in the Conservative 
Brexit deal?) 

Secure a new deal that protects 
jobs, rights and environment, 
includes a customs union, close 
alignment with the single market, 
protects Friday agreement and 
commitment to security. 

Put the new deal to a legally 
binding referendum alongside 
the option of remaining in the EU 
(aka ‘People’s Vote) in the first 
six months.  

If people vote to remain, work for 
radical reform of the EU with a 
focus on climate emergency, tax 
evasion and ending austerity.  

If have a majority, revoke Article 
50. 

If not, continue to fight for a 
People’s Vote that includes an 
option to remain in the EU. 

 

Support a referendum with 
remain on the ballot paper to 
allow Brexit to be stopped for the 
whole of the UK. If the only 
alternative is a no deal Brexit, 
will support the revocation of 
Article 50.  

The best future for Scotland is to 
become an independent member 
of the EU. Whatever Scotland’s 
constitutional status it is in our 
interests for the UK to remain as 
close to the EU as possible.  

 

Will work across party 
boundaries to resist Brexit. 

People’s Vote to decide the way 
forward on Brexit, in which they 
will campaign for remain.  

A commitment to transform the 
EU to lead the fight against the 
Climate Emergency and to 
improve the lives of workers, low 
income families and refugees. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-50222315
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-50222315
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Investing almost £2 billion to 
upgrade the entire further 
education college estate. 

Create a £3 billion National Skills 
Fund to provide match funding 
for individuals and SMEs in 
education or training. 

In the next Parliament we will 
work to maintain and strengthen 
our global position in higher 
education. 

Replace Ofsted and transfer 
responsibility for inspections to a 
new body designed to drive 
school improvement. 

Ensure fairness and 
sustainability in further 
education, providing funding to 
expand provision. 

Invest an extra £1 billion in 
Further Education funding, 
including by refunding colleges 
for the VAT they pay. 

Will continue investment. 

Replace Ofsted with a 
collaborative system of 
assessing and supporting 
schools locally.  

Revive the further education 
sector to provide a wider choice 
of academic and vocational 
learning. 
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Our student visa will help 
universities attract talented 
young people and allow those 
students to stay on to apply for 
work here after they graduate. 

 

Move policymaking on work 
permits and student visas out of 
the Home Office and into the 
Departments for Business and 
Education respectively, and 
establish a new arms-length, 
non-political agency to take over 
processing applications.  

Create a new two-year visa for 
students to work after 
graduation. 

Will continue to campaign for an 
extension to the no-deal three-
year ‘Temporary Leave to 
Remain’ scheme, which 
discriminates against students 
in Scotland.  
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We will boost English language 
teaching to empower existing 
migrants and help promote 
integration into society. 

We will restore funding for 
English for speakers of other 
languages (ESOL) courses. 

Provide free basic English 
lessons to refugees and asylum 
seekers.  
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We will reduce business rates. 
This will be done via a 
fundamental review of the 
system.  

We will increase the 
Employment Allowance for small 
businesses. 

We will help SMEs to become 
exporters, so that they can seize 
the opportunities that will 
become available once we get 
Brexit done. 

Pause planned cut to corporation 
tax from 19% to 17%. 

Review option of a land value tax 
on commercial landlords to 
support high-street retailers and 
others. 

Support local and community 
businesses. 

Ensure workers have full and 
equal rights and a Real Living 
Wage. 

Use savings to public finances to 
help small businesses manage 
the extra cost of Real Living 
Wage. 

Reverse some cuts to 
corporation tax while keeping 
rates below 2010. 

Create a National Investment 
Bank, to provide £250 billion of 
lending for enterprise, 
infrastructure and innovation 
over 10 years. 

New Post Bank to support start-
ups, small businesses, co-
operatives and community 
projects. 

Increase corporation tax to 26% 
and 21% for companies with low 
profits. 

Support fast-growing businesses 
seeking to scale up.  

Ensure the company at the top 
of a supply chain cannot abuse 
its position to shore up its 
cashflow at the expense of 
smaller suppliers.  

Simplify business taxation to 
lower administration costs.  

Replace Business Rates in 
England with a Commercial 
Landowner Levy to stimulate 
investment and shift tax from 
tenants to landowners.  

Review recent proposals to 
change the IR35 Establishing a 
new ‘dependent contractor’ 
employment status in between 
employment and self-
employment, with entitlements to 
basic rights such as minimum 
earnings levels, sick pay and 
holiday entitlement.  

Review tax and National 
Insurance status of employees, 
dependent contractors and 
freelancers for fair and 
comparable treatment. 

Increase corporation tax to 20%. 

Will call on the UK Government 
to adopt our Fair Work First 
approach.  

Will press for the statutory living 
wage to rise to at least the level 
of the real living wage, for an 
end to age discrimination and 
fines for businesses that fail to 
meet an agreed Equal Pay 
Standard.  

Will press for a fit-for-purpose 
support service for small and 
medium sized businesses, to 
help firms navigate 
Westminster’s Brexit mess.  

Will back a rise in the National 
Insurance discount businesses 
receive when they increase 
employment from £3,000 per 
business per year to £6,000 per 
business per year.  

A Scottish National Investment 
Bank will provide £2 billion of 
long term, capital to businesses 
and infrastructure projects that 
will help transform the Scottish 
economy and reduce our carbon 
emissions.  

 

Increase the Employment 
Allowance to £10,000 (currently 
just £3,000) per year, allowing 
small businesses which employ 
people to claim back the 
equivalent National Insurance of 
four full-time workers earning the 
average salary. 

Promote and support an 
increase in co-operatives and 
community interest companies. 
Education about these forms of 
communal enterprise would start 
in school.  

Increase lending to small 
businesses and businesses 
focused on sustainability. 

Increase Corporation Tax to 24% 
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Want to roll out full fibre and 
gigabit-capable broadband for all 
by 2025 with £5 billion in funding 
already promised. 

Free full-fibre broadband to all by 
2030 via a new public service, 
boosting the economy, 
connecting communities and 
putting money back in your 
pocket. 

A programme of installing hyper-
fast, fibre-optic broadband 
across the UK – with a particular 
focus on connecting rural areas.  

Superfast broadband to every 
home and business in Scotland, 
investing £600 million.  

Press for fair share of funding to 
roll out gigabit broadband to 
hardest to reach areas and call 
for 95% 4G mobile coverage in 
Scotland as in the rest of the UK.  

Roll out high speed broadband.  
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£250 million cultural capital 
programme to support local 
libraries and regional museums. 

Take pride in the world-beating 
strengths of the UK’s creative 
industries and its unparalleled 
cultural heritage.  

Business rates relief for music 
venues and cinemas. 

Maintain free entry to museums. 

£1 billion Cultural Capital Fund 
to transform libraries, museums 
and galleries in neglected towns 
and communities across the 
country.  

Maintain free entry to museums. 

Upgrade status of tourism in 
government. 

Replace Department of Digital, 
Culture, Media, Sport and 
Tourism, with a Minister of State 
for Tourism.  

Enable local authorities to bring 
in tourist levies to fund local 
tourism.  

Maintain free access to national 
museums and galleries.  

Working collaboratively with 
Scotland’s tourism industry to 
future-proof the workforce.  

Press UK Government to make it 
as easy as possible for 
international tourists to visit.  

Call on UK Government to 
examine a reduction in VAT for 
the hospitality sector, levelling 
the playing field with other EU 
nations and creating new jobs. 

Invest in ecotourism.  

Reduce VAT on served food and 
drink, hotel bookings and 
theatre, music concert and 
museum and gallery tickets. 
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Parliament has voted to support 
a third runway at Heathrow, but 
as a private project it is for 
Heathrow to demonstrate that it 
can meet its air quality and noise 
obligations. It will receive no new 
public money.  

Build on work in electric and low-
carbon flight. 

Use new air traffic control 
technology to cut aircraft waiting 
time, reducing delays, noise and 
pollution. 

Net zero by 2050. 

Any expansion of airports must 
pass tests on air quality, noise 
pollution, climate change 
obligations and countrywide 
benefits.  

Will introduce a Climate and 
Environment Emergency Bill 
setting out in law robust, binding 
new standards for 
decarbonisation. 

Cutting emissions will drive our 
transport policies. 

Net zero by 2030. 

Emissions from the UK’s share 
of international aviation are 
difficult to tackle; we need to 
accelerate the development of 
new technologies and cut 
demand for flying. 

Accelerate transition to ultra-low-
emission transport through 
taxation, subsidy and regulation.  

Net zero by 2045. 

Demand accelerated action to 
meet Scotland’s climate change 
targets and to match the Scottish  
electric vehicles target of 2032.  

Will make the Highlands and 
Islands the world’s first net zero 
aviation region by 2040, with 
trials of low or zero emission 
flights starting in 2021.  

Aviation emissions should be 
counted within national 
emissions and targets as in 
Scotland.  

VAT on domestic flights. 

Additional surcharge on 
domestic aviation fuel to account 
for the increased warming effect 
of emissions release at altitude. 

Lobby against international rules 
that prevent action being taken 
to tax international aviation fuel.  

Ban advertising for flights. 

Introduce a Frequent Flyer Levy 
for more than one (return) flight a 
year. 

Net zero by 2030. 

 Conservative manifesto  Labour manifesto Liberal Democrat manifesto SNP manifesto Green manifesto 

https://assets-global.website-files.com/5da42e2cae7ebd3f8bde353c/5dda924905da587992a064ba_Conservative%202019%20Manifesto.pdf
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5da42e2cae7ebd3f8bde353c/5dda924905da587992a064ba_Conservative%202019%20Manifesto.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Real-Change-Labour-Manifesto-2019.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Real-Change-Labour-Manifesto-2019.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/libdems/pages/57333/attachments/original/1574258742/Lib_Dem_Manifesto_2019.pdf?1574258742
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/libdems/pages/57333/attachments/original/1574258742/Lib_Dem_Manifesto_2019.pdf?1574258742
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/www.snp.org/uploads/2019/11/11_27-SNP-Manifesto-2019-for-download.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/www.snp.org/uploads/2019/11/11_27-SNP-Manifesto-2019-for-download.pdf
https://www.greenparty.org.uk/assets/files/Elections/Green%20Party%20Manifesto%202019.pdf
https://www.greenparty.org.uk/assets/files/Elections/Green%20Party%20Manifesto%202019.pdf

